Your climate change review

	Climate Change Theme
	Yes/No
	Notes for Action Plan

	Energy
Does the school take regular energy meter readings (gas, electricity and oil)?

Is there someone in your school who has special responsibility for monitoring the consumption of energy in the school?

Are the energy meters (e.g. electricity meters) easily visible to pupils?

Are pupils involved in taking and displaying readings?

Does your school use any sources of renewable energy? 

Does your school receive ‘Green Energy’ from an energy supplier?

Are the lights left on in classrooms when people aren’t in them?

Are lights turned off as soon as there is enough daylight?

Are low-energy light bulbs and fluorescent tubes used in school?

Are electrical items turned off at the plug when not in use?

Are the computers in the ICT suite left on when not in use?

Do computer networks automatically switch to standby when not used?

Are overhead projectors, computer monitors and televisions and videos switched off when not in use?

Are photocopiers and similar equipment switched off when not in use?

Are hot water taps free of drips?

Are hot water pipes and tanks properly insulated?

Does water heat up quickly when the tap is turned on?

Is the water comfortably hot (apart from kitchens and cleaners’ rooms, no hotter than 43ºC)?

Is it sometimes too hot in classrooms and the heating cannot be turned down?

Do you have window checkers in each class?

Has your school taken any of the following low-cost steps to reduce heat loss through windows?

Draught excluding strips

Solar reflecting film

Do the school windows have double glazing, triple glazing or energy-saving glass?

Are windows and doors free from draughts?

Are blinds or curtains fitted at the windows?

Are they a good fit, with a generous width?

Are the curtains / blinds closed at night?

Are windows and doors kept closed during cold weather?

Do all outside and inside doors close automatically?

Are rooms carpeted to insulate solid floors/reduce draughts?

Are shelves fitted above radiators to deflect warm air into the room?

Are reflector panels fitted behind radiators?

Any further comments on energy use:

Water

Is there a water meter to record water use in school?

Is the meter easily visible to pupils?

Are pupils involved in taking and displaying readings?

Is the water pressure adjusted to be enough without being excessive?

Are timed operation (push) taps installed? If YES, then how many and where? 

Are low volume spray taps installed? (Often only in soft water areas)

Are taps left running?

Are there any dripping taps?

Are dripping taps repaired quickly? If NO, then approximately how long do repairs take?

Have automatic urinal flush controls or waterless urinals been fitted?  

Have low flush volume WCs been installed?

If not, have water hippos (bags that reduce the amount of water flushed) been installed?

Is rainwater collected for watering plants?

Is rainwater diverted from the roof to top up the pond/wetland area?

How often does the school run water-saving campaigns?

Any further comments on water?

Transport 

Does the school have a school travel plan?

Do you monitor how pupils travel to school? 

If Yes, how many pupils use the following transport to or from school – note total number

walk

bus

Cycle

share a taxi

share a car

travel as a single passenger in car

If No, do staff and pupils mostly walk, cycle or take the bus to school?

Do most cars bring two or more people to school?

Is it possible for most pupils to walk/cycle to school or take public transport?

Does the school have a pedestrian and cycle entrance that is separate from vehicle access?

Does the school have any of the following:

Walking bus scheme

Cycle train

Park and stride

Other similar scheme

Does the school have dry and secure cycle storage? 

If Yes, is there sufficient space for all users?

Does the school provide cycle instruction for pupils?

If yes, does it include on-road training?

Does the school have a network of ‘safe routes’ to walk or cycle?

Does the school organise regular ‘walk to school’ or ‘cycle to school’ events?

Do any of the school transport vehicles (buses, taxis etc.) run on alternative fuels such as electricity, LPG, Biodiesel?

Is there a problem with cars outside school before school and at home time?

Does the school provide information on school travel policy and arrangements in its prospectus to new families?

Any further comments on transport:

Waste and Recycling
Does the school have compost bins?
Are they regularly added to, turned, used?

Does the school compost its waste fruit / vegetables / weeds etc? 

Do school lunches avoid throwaway materials?

What proportion of school food waste is composted?

Does the school try to buy goods made from recycled materials?

Does the school buy recycled paper and exercise books?

Is the school’s headed paper printed on recycled paper?

Is the school photocopier paper made from recycled fibre?

Are hand towels / toilet paper made from recycled fibre?

Does the school encourage reuse of materials?

Are photocopies always printed double-sided?

Is scrap paper turned into useful notepads?

Are long life products chosen over short life ones?

Are materials bought in large packs to avoid excessive packaging?

Does the school recycle its paper from classrooms and offices? 

Is paper used on both sides before recycling?

Are envelopes opened carefully for reuse?

Does the school use envelope re-use labels?

Does the school host or use recycling facilities?

Does the school recycle any of the following items of school waste?

paper


cardboard

plastic

inkjet cartridges

vending machine cups

Are any other materials recycled?

Do you run any other recycling schemes to raise money for the school and / or involve the local community, e.g. mobile phones, jumble sales?

Does the school carefully control the use of resources such as paper, pencils, ink cartridges, pens, envelopes etc?

Does the school buy stationery products (paper, pencils, pens etc.) made from recycled content?

Does the school have any policies to reduce waste? 

Are letters sent home using a siblings list?

Does the school have email addresses for families?

Are copy documents kept on disk rather than paper?

Any further comments on waste reduction/ recycling:

Food 

Is the school a ‘Healthy School’?

Does the school include education on healthier eating in the taught curriculum?

Does the school provide and promote healthier food at break times and lunchtimes?

Does the school have drinking water easily available throughout the day?

Are school meals prepared on-site from seasonal, raw ingredients? 

Are school meals prepared using locally-sourced ingredients?

Are fairly-traded ingredients used in the school kitchens?

Are ‘food miles’ calculated or considered for any of the ingredients used in the school kitchens?

Is there a vegetarian source of protein available every day?

Many pupils have a packed lunch. 

Are they encouraged to reduce the amount of packaging  in their packed lunches?
Are they encouraged to reduce the food miles associated with their packed lunches?
Do all pupils have the experience of planting and growing food at school, and then eating it?
Do all pupils have the experience of visiting a farm to find out about food production?

Any further comments on food:

Coping with Climate Change 
Do your school grounds include any of the following?:

Woodland or trees

Conservation or wildlife area

Low water flower beds with mulches to retain moisture

Fruit/vegetable beds with mulches to retain moisture

Water or wetland area

Areas where grass is left long

Shaded/sheltered seating areas

Bat boxes

Bird boxes

Bird feeders

Bird baths

Butterfly-friendly plants / Butterfly garden

Log piles and other ‘homes’ for invertebrates (minibeasts)

Are pupils/students involved in the maintenance of these areas?

Does your school keep annual records of the species found in the school grounds?

Does your school use alternatives to pesticides, herbicides, or peat?
Do you ever hold lessons or parts of lessons outside?

Does the school have an ‘outside classroom’ that can  be used all year round?

Does the school have links with any local or national environmental organisations? 

If Yes, list them:

Are classrooms often too hot in summer?

Is the school insulated enough to be cool in summer?

Is the school ventilated well and cool in summer?

Do windows have blinds to shade the sun in summer?

Global Perspectives

Do pupils consider (in school assemblies or lessons), how actions taken within the school affect people and the environment locally and globally?  

Give examples: e.g. How energy saving affects climate change

Of the climate change topics that you may have looked at in the past, have you explored how these issues might be approached in other parts of the world?

If so, give examples: 

Does your school support/raise finds for charities tackling climate change issues in the developing world?

Are the opportunities for considering global climate change issues maximised through the curriculum?

Has the school made use of materials from any organisations to help with this topic?

Have the pupils considered other issues, such as human rights and ethics or fair trade?

Does the school have links with any schools in other countries?

Any further comments on global issues:
	
	


